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1.0 PREAMBLE

1.1 Introduction

The Economic History syllabus covers the last two

years of secondary education (Forms 5 and 6). The

first four years of secondary education laid a foundation
for in-depth study of Economic History. This syllabus
covers some of the earlier themes in greater depth and
breadth and also introduces new themes. It focuses

on economic developments in Zimbabwe, the region

and the wider world. In order to safeguard Zimbabwe’s
important national heritage it is crucial for learners in
Economic History to acquire skills and knowledge on
how a society gains its subsistence, organises trade,
business, financial institutions, employment creation and
utilisation of resources such as land. The syllabus is also
designed for learners from diverse backgrounds and also
deals with the changing economic status of both men
and women from the Stone Age to the present. It seeks
to promote Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu (societal norms and
values) and to instil patriotism in the learner which are
critical for nation-building and responsible citizenship.

1.2 Rationale

The syllabus provides learners with a critical understand-
ing of production, consumption and exchange of goods
and services in Zimbabwe, the region and the interna-
tional community. It also fosters an understanding and
appreciation of economic indigenisation, empowerment,
gender sensitivity and democratisation of resources.

In addition, the syllabus promotes in learners the reali-
sation that there is need for sustainable utilisation and
conservation of resources as our economic heritage. The
understanding of Economic History helps the learners to
make informed decisions and prepares them for diverse
vocation and creative businesses. The methodologies
employed in this syllabus are inclusive in their approach.
It responds to the need for responsible citizenship,
Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu (societal norms and values) and
patriotism.

1.3 Summary of Content

This learning area covers major themes in Zimbabwe’s
economic history and other parts of the world. It includes
the study of indigenous economic systems, the eco-
nomics of slavery and Slave Trade in Tropical Africa, the
development of capitalism and economic thinking. It also
conceptualises war and how it has shaped economies

in the 19th and 20th centuries. Learners can also

draw lessons from the labour dynamics in Zimbabwe,
international recessions and depressions, Zimbabwe’s
economic successes, challenges and solutions, health
and economic developments, resource management and
utilisation, formal and informal enterprise in Zimbabwe
and China’s involvement in Africa.

The Economic History syllabus enables learners to
develop skills in:

* Problem solving

+ Critical economic thinking
» Decision making

* Enterprise

* Value addition

» Conflict resolution

* Leadership and teamwork
« Self-management

*  Management

»  Communication

» Technology and innovation

1.4 Assumptions

It is assumed that learners:

» Have background knowledge of Economic History

» Are aware of basic concepts in Economic History

* Have some communication skills

* Have some knowledge on themes on Zimbabwe's
Economic History

* Have general knowledge on the development of
African economic thinking

» Are aware of different modes of production

* Have some knowledge of various forms of indige-
nous industries

* Have elementary knowledge about resource man-
agement and utilisation

* Have engaged in project work, co-operative work
and self-assessment activities

1.5 Cross - cutting themes

* Financial literacy

* Economic collaboration

» Crisis management

* Environmental issues

¢ Human Rights

* Gender roles

» Children’s rights and Responsibilities
» Sexuality, HIV/AIDS

» Child protection

» Heritage Studies
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2.0 PRESENTATION OF
SYLLABUS

The Economic History Syllabus is presented as a single
document which covers Forms 5 — 6.

3.0 AIMS

The syllabus aims to:

« sustain interest in the study of Economic History

» develop appropriate skills and tools of analysing
and providing solutions to economic dynamics

* inculcate a sense of patriotism through
participating in local and national economic
events

» promote economic indigenisation, democratisation
of resources and gender empowerment through
involvement in local and national economic events

» develop norms and values (Unhu/Ubuntu/
Vumunhu) consistent with nation-building,
resource and economic management

» create an awareness of how modes of production
have shaped economic development

4.0 SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES

By the end of Form 6 learners should be able to:

« demonstrate the importance of the study of
Economic History.

» explain theories of economic development

« demonstrate the acquired knowledge and
enterprise skills in real life situations

* use ICT in the study of Economic History

» analyse ways of resource management and
utilisation for sustainable economic development

» participate in local and national economic events
such as Agricultural Shows, Trade Fair, Field Days
and Festivals

* compare economic policies and their impact on
economic development

» examine the development of different modes of
production

» relate the concept of unhu/ubuntu/vumunhu to
economic development

* examine the role of the international community
on economic development

» assess the impact of conflicts on economic
development

* inculcate interest in the study of economic history

for improvement of quality of lives

5.0 METHODOLOGY AND TIME
ALLOCATION

The teaching of Economic History for Forms 5 and 6
will be accomplished through the use of the following
learner-centred and multi-sensory approaches:

5.1 Methodology

* Research

+ Case study

» Group discussions

* Project

* Resource person

* Interviews

*  Work-related learning
* E-learning

+ Discovery

* Debate

» Educational tours
* Role play

+ Gallery walks

» Observation

* Drama, song, dance and poetry
* Modelling, drawing and painting
» Simulation

* Video and film shows

* Folklore

+  Games and Quizzes

The above suggested methods are enhanced through
the application of the principles of collaboration, con-
creteness, stimulation and self-initiative.

5.2 Time Allocation

For the successful and effective coverage of this
syllabus, 10 periods of 35 minutes should be allocated
per week. Learners should go on educational tours twice
a year, one exhibition or festival per year and continuous
two weeks of work-related learning in productive sectors
at Form 5 and two weeks at Form 6 in resource utilisa-
tion and conservation sectors.

6.0 TOPICS

1. Indigenous economic systems
2. Economics of slavery and Slave Trade in Tropica
Africa
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. Development of capitalism

. Development of economic thinking

. War and the Economy in the 19th and 20th
centuries

6. Labour dynamics in Zimbabwe

Recession and depression

Zimbabwe’s Economic successes and

challenges since 1980

9. Health and Economic Development since 1980

10. Resource management and utilization in

Zimbabwe
11. Formal and informal enterprise in Zimbabwe
12. China and Africa’s Economic Development

IS EEN
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Economic History Syllabus Forms 5 - 6

9.0 ASSESSMENT

Assessment of learner performance in Form 5-6 Economic

History 100 %

|

v

Continuous assessment

30%

A 4

L !

Profiling

Assign-
ments

Tests Projects

v

Profile

!

Exit
Profile

A 4

Continuous assessment

30%

v

Summative Assessment

70%

A 4

Economic
Histrory
Paper 1

Economic
Histrory
Paper 2

A 4

Examination marks 70%

A 4

FINAL MARKS 100%
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Economic History Syllabus Forms 5 - 6

9.0 ASSESSMENT

The syllabus’ scheme of assessment is grounded on the principle of inclusivity. Arrangements, accommodations and
modifications must be visible in both continuous and summative assessments to enable candidates with special needs
to access assessments.

a) ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

By the end of Form 6, learners should be able to:

* analyse concepts in Economic History

» discuss events in the context of Economic History

* examine major themes in the Economic History of Zimbabwe and other parts of the world
» evaluate economic activities in Zimbabwe and other parts of the world.

* interpret economic ideologies in and beyond Zimbabwe

» empathise with African societies’ economic experiences in order to make informed judgements
» examine African responses to foreign economic domination

» assess the impact of economic policies in Zimbabwe and beyond

» suggest possible solutions to economic challenges

» evaluate industrialisation of Zimbabwe and the wider world.

» apply skills of analysis in carrying out Research Projects.

« demonstrate ICT Skills in Research Projects

* appreciate Zimbabwe’s economic heritage

b) SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT

Economic History will be assessed through continuous and summative assessment for Forms 5 — 6. Continuous
assessment will comprise course work. Summative assessment will comprise a written final examination.

Course work
Course work will consist of project work and theory.

Practical Skills
The syllabus will be assessing the following practical skills through project work:

- Enterprise

- Leadership

- Evaluation

- Communication

- Originality and creativity
- Collaboration

- Management

- Research

- Analysis

- Problem solving

Theory
The theory component will consist of written :
. Assignments and

. Tests
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Economic History Syllabus Forms 5 - 6

Examinations

Title Duration Marks Weighting (%)
Summative Assessment
Economic History 3 hours 100 35%
Paper 1: Economic History of Zimbabwe
(pre-colonial to present)
Paper 2: World Economic History (1750 | 3 hours 100 35%
to present)
Continuous Assessment
100 30%
Total 300 100%

c) SPECIFICATION GRID

The guide below illustrates the relationship between the assessment objectives and components of the scheme of

assessment
Paper 1 | Indigenous Labour Zimbabwe’s Health and Resource Formal and
economic dynamics in Economic Economic management informal
systems Zimbabwe successes Development | and utilization enterprise in
and since 1980 in Zimbabwe Zimbabwe
War and the Development | challenges
Economy in the | of capitalism | since 1980
19th and 20th
Centuries
24% 24% 12% 12% 12% 16%
Paper Economics of Development | Development | War and the Recession and | China and
2 slavery and of capitalism | of economic | Economy in depression Africa
Slave Trade in thinking the 19th and Economic
Tropical Africa Indigenous 20th Centuries Develpment
economic
systems
15% 30% 10% 15% 15% 15%

Economic History will be assessed using continuous and summative assessment.

Form of assessment Weighting
Continuous 30%
Summative 70%

Total 100%
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Economic History Syllabus Forms 5 - 6

Continuous Assessment

Level Assessment task Frequency Weighting
Form 5 Practical Assignment 1 per term 15
Theory test 1 per term
Written assignment 1 per term
Written Research Project 1 (continued to Form 6)
Form 6 Practical Assignment 1 per term 15
Theory test 1 per term
Written assignment 1 per term
Written Research Project 1 (continued from Form 5)
Total 30

NOTE: All assessment tasks are marked out of 100. Assessment of soft skills will be done as learners respond to
continuous assessment tasks.

Paper Description

Economic History

PAPER 1- Economic History Of Zimbabwe (Pre-colonial to present)
This paper consists of four sections A-D. Each section is composed of 5 questions. Candidates will answer four
questions from at east two sections.Each question carries 25 marks.

PAPER 2- World Economic History (1400 — Present)

This paper has two sections. Section A consists of 12 essay questions which are based on Economic History of Africa
(Pre- colonial, Colonial, Post-colonial) and Section B consists of 8 essay questions derived from the World Economic
History since 1400. Candidates are expected to answer four questions, two from each section. Each question carries

25 marks.

Specification Grid

Skill Paper 1
Knowledge and understanding 5
Comprehension 5
Application and analysis 30
Synthesis and evaluation 40
Practical skills 20
Total 100
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