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Geography Syllabus Forms 5 - 6

1.0 PREAMBLE

1.1 INTRODUCTION

The forms 5 - 6 syllabus is designed to consolidate com-
petences already acquired in the study of geography. It
seeks to produce learners with requisite skills to trans-
form their local, national, regional and global geograph-
ical space. This will raise awareness of environmental
management, resource distribution and utilisation for the
benefit of Zimbabwean citizens. The syllabus seeks to
nurture in learners positive attitudes, values, practical
competences and skills that enable them to participate
in the development of the country and the world at large.
It enables critical evaluation in learners by developing
solutions and skills leading to sustainable development.
The syllabus recognises individual talents and special
education needs.

1.2 RATIONALE

Form 5 and 6 Geography syllabus will equip learners
with skills to comprehend spatial distribution patterns,
processes and interactions of phenomena. It is designed
to make learners appreciate diversity, valuation, utilisa-
tion and sustainability of resources. The learning area
gives an opportunity to learners to manipulate geograph-
ical data and make informed judgements in their day to
day experiences.

The Geography Syllabus enables learners to develop the
following skills:-

* Communication and investigation
* Problem solving

» Critical thinking

» Decision making

» Technology and innovation

» Graphicacy and numeracy

» Cartography

1.3 SUMMARY OF CONTENT

The geography learning area comprises both physical
and human aspects. It also covers fieldwork, map inter-
pretation skills and graphicacy.

1.4 ASSUMPTIONS

It is assumed that learners:

* have enterprise skills
* have knowledge of map interpretation and graphi-

cacy

* have mastered basic physical and human geogra-
phy concepts

* have some grasp of GIS and remote sensing
skills

* have knowledge of natural resources and can
positively interact with their environment.

1.5 CROSS-CUTTING THEMES

This phase will develop in learners, an in-depth under-
standing of:

« environmental issues

» safety and health issues

+ disaster risk management
* enterprise

« sexuality, HIV and AIDS

* heritage

« climate change

+ financial literacy

* gender

« technology

2.0 PRESENTATION OF
SYLLABUS

The Geography Syllabus is a single document covering
Forms 5 - 6.

3.0 AIMS

The aims of the syllabus are to:

3.1 develop in learners skills of observation, re-
cording, analysis and interpretation of geo-
graphical phenomena

3.2 develop in learners an in-depth understanding
of Zimbabwean, African and World environ-
mental issues

3.3 equip learners with practical Geographic Infor-
mation Systems and Remote Sensing skills

3.4 promote an appreciation of the diversity of
cultural issues

3.5 develop in learners skills of sustainably using
their resources

3.6 nurture self-sustained citizens with enterprise
skills
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4.0 SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES

By the end of this learning phase learners should be able
to:

4.1 demonstrate practical Geographic Informa-
tion Systems and Remote Sensing Skills for
describing the spatio-temporal distribution of
phenomena

4.2 evaluate the causes, effects and solutions re-
lated to natural and human induced disasters

4.3 analyse the physical and human environmen-
tal phenomena of their locality, Zimbabwe,
Africa and the world

4.4 solve key global environmental issues

4.5 demonstrate knowledge of geographical data
collection, illustration, analysis and
interpretation

4.6 examine the diversity of indigenous
knowledge systems and their impact on the
environment

4.7 design sustainable economic projects.

5.0 METHODOLOGY AND TIME
ALLOCATION

This syllabus takes into account learner centred ap-
proaches and methods. The choice of teaching methods
and approaches should be guided by the principles of
inclusivity, relevance, specificity, gender sensitivity and
respect. The following approaches and methods are rec-
ommended in the teaching and learning of geography:-

Approaches

The syllabus proposes the use of the concentric, sys-
tems and integrated approaches.

The concentric approach: It recommends teaching ge-
ography starting from the local environment, then move
to the whole of Zimbabwe, Southern African Develop-
ment Community region, rest of Africa and the World.

Systems Approach: It involves the study of inter-re-
lationships of various components in the environment
which make up the whole. The focus is on the inputs,
processes and outputs and feedback in a given system.

The integrated approach: It recommends that related
topics should be taught together rather than in Isolation.

The quantitative approach: It involves the use of de-
ductive methods and research.

51 METHODOLOGY

The following are suggested methods of teaching and
learning geography:

+ Demonstrations

* Field work

* Presentations

+ Games

+ Simulations

* Debates and Quiz

» Laboratory work and experiments
» Group work and discussions
* Role-play

+ Case studies

* Project based learning

* Educational tours

» Discovery learning

NB. The above suggested methods should be enhanced
by the application of orthodidactic principles and multi
-sensory approaches to teaching. These include tactility,
concreteness, individualisation, self-activity, totality and
wholeness. Teachers are encouraged to address the
learners’ residual senses

5.2 TIME ALLOCATION

Ten (10) periods of 40 minutes per week should be allo-
cated for adequate coverage of the syllabus. The teach-
ers should allocate time appropriately for learners with
individual special education needs. Educational tours
should be undertaken at least once a year.

6.0 TOPICS

6.1.  Geographic Information Systems and Remote
Sensing

6.2 Geo-statistical analysis and presentation

6.3 Environmental management

6.4 Atmospheric processes and phenomena

6.5 Hydrology and fluvial processes

6.6 Biogeography

6.7 Geomorphology

6.8 Settlement dynamics

6.9 Population and migration

6.10  Agricultural production and food security
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6.11
6.12
6.13
6.14
6.15

Industrial dynamics

Mining and mineral beneficiation
Energy sources and development
Transport systems and trade

Regional inequalities and development
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Geography Syllabus Forms 5 - 6

9.0 ASSESSMENT

(a)

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

Learners will be assessed on their ability to demonstrate:

* Knowledge and understanding

Recall, recognize and use Geographical terms and definitions

of processes underlying physical and human landscapes and spatial patterns
how landscapes and patterns change

environmental inter-relationships

» Skills and their application

Comprehensive skills of observation, recording, interpretation and analysis
Use of Secondary sources of data

Draw and interpret tables, graphs, charts and diagrams

How to select, use and communicate information and conclusions effectively

« Judgement and decision making

The role of values, perceptions and decision making in evolution of patterns in human Geography
How to use Geographical principles and concepts in interpreting situations at various scales
How to prepare, justify and evaluate solutions to environmental and socio-economic problems

*  Community engagement (Unhu/Ubuntu)

(b)

Ability to work in a group

Volunteerism and responsible citizenship
Innovativeness

Honesty and reliability

Integrity

Tolerance and mutual respect

SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT

The assessment in Geography will be based on 40% continuous assessment and 60% summative assessment.
Arrangements, accommodation and modifications must be visible in both continuous and summative assessment to
enable learners with special needs to access assessment and receive accurate performance measurement of their
abilities.
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Geography Syllabus Forms 5 - 6

GEOGRAPHY

100%

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNER PERFORMANCE IN

CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT 40%

A 4

A4

v

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT 60%

!

I

THEORY | [COMMUNI-| | INDIVIDU- PRACTI- PRACTICAL STRUCTURED
TESTS 10%| |TY PROJECT| [AL PROJECT CALS PAPER 3 60%
10% 10% 10% 40%
T ] [
PROFILING A 4 Y
PHYSICAL || HUMAN
COMPO- COMPO-
NENT NENT
! PAPER 1 PAPER 2
25 60%
PROFILE l
| !
EXIT -
PROFILE
FINAL MARK

GEOGRAPHY 100%
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Geography Syllabus Forms 5 - 6

ASSESSMENT MODE FREQUENCY FORM 5 FORM 6 TOTAL
WEIGHTING WEIGHTING WEIGHTING

Individual Research project 1 per year 5% 5% 10%

Community project 1 per year 5% 5% 10%

Practical 1 per year 5% 5% 10%

theory tests 1 per term 5% 5% 10%

Candidates will design and carryout individual research project work on any part of the syllabus. The research project
must emphasise both theoretical and practical aspects of Geography. A project report of 2 500 to 3000 words should
be prepared and submitted by candidates.

Candidates are also required to participate in communal projects that solve prevailing community problems. These
should demonstrate soft skills as inculcated in Hunhu/Ubuntu. Practical experiments in the field or in the laboratory will
also form an integral part of continuous assessment.

Paper Paper type Marks Duration Weighting

1 Structured — free-response 100 3 hours 25%
and data response on
Physical components
2 Structured — free-response 100 3 hours 25%
and data response on
Human components

3 Practical 75 3 hours 10%

TOTAL 275 9 hours 60%

Summative Assessment

Description of papers

The examination will consist of 3 papers: paper 1, paper 2 and paper 3 which are all compulsory
Paper 1 Structured, physical component

Duration: three hours

The paper consists of 10 structured questions, each marked out of 25 to give a total of 100. Two question will be set
per topic from which candidates will answer any four.

Paper 2: structured human component
Duration: Three hours

The paper consists of ten structured free-response and data-response questions. Each marked out of 25 to give a
total of 100. Each topic will contribute at least one question. Candidates will answer any four.

Paper 3: Practical Paper
Duration: Three hours

47




Geography Syllabus Forms 5 - 6

The paper consists of seven questions. The paper will be based on experiments, investigations, observations and
calculations. Full instructions will be given where unfamiliar material or techniques are required Section A will be a
compulsory question on statistics Section B will have three questions on mapping and GIS from which candidate will
choose one. GIS work on computers may be included. Section C will have three questions on research techniques

from which candidates will answer one. Each question will be marked out of 25 to give a total of 75.

(c)

SPECIFICATION GRID

Section A: Statistics

1

Section B: Mapping

4. Remote Sensing

2. Topographical Map
3. Geographic Information System (GIS)

Section C: Research techniques
5. physical component

6. human component

7. mitigation and adaptation

Total
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Skill Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3
Knowledge and 25% 25% 20%
comprehension
Skills (including practical) 50% 50% 40%
and their Application
Judgement and decision 25% 25% 40%
making
TOTAL 100% 100% 100%
CONTENT SPECIFICATION GRID
Paper one
Skill 1 | Skill 2 Skill 3 Total % Skill
knowledge Skills and | Judgement questions weighting
with their and decision
understanding | application making
Paper 1 Physical | 25% 50% 25% 10 25%
Component
Paper 2 25% 50% 25% 10 25%
Human component
Paper 3 Practical 20% 40% 40% 7 10%
Continuous 20% 40% 40% 40%
assessment
90 180 130 400%
Weighting 22,5% 45% 32,5% 100%
Paper Three
Content Number of questions







